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MEMORANDUM FOR: THE PRESIDENT 

GENERAL HAIG 

Our Proposal on POW's at Today's 
Session in Paris 
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high-profile move on POW's at today's session was changed some- 
what at President Thieu's request, and that the proposal was made 
in part by us and in part by the South Vietnamese. 

The total effect, nonetheless, should be highly favorable. 

Because of this we need to change the statement for you to issue 
on this subject. A new statement is attached. 

RE C OMMENDA TION : 

That you issue the statement reinforcing the proposal our side 
made in Paris today (Tab A). 


FROM: 

SUBJECT: 




SECRET/NODIS/ PARIS MEETINGS 




At today’s session of the Paris Meetings Ambassador Bruce and 
South Vietnamese Ambassador Lam made a new proposal concerni g 
the Prisoners of War in Indochina which I consider to be far reaching 


and constructive. 

Our side proposed the following: 

*«* 

-- Repatriation to North Vietnam of 570 sick and wounded North 

Vietnamese POW's held in South Vietnam. 

-- Internment in a neutral country of 1200 North Vietnamese POW's 

held in South Vietnam for four years or more. 

-- Impartial inspection of POW camps on both sides by neutral 

governments or impartial organizations. 

This proposal was made within the framework of the Geneva 

Convention of 1949, to vrtiich both sides are bound in Vietnam. 

We hope the other side will give this proposal serious consideration 
and w ill agree to similar arrangements for our men. We also think 
important that the principle of international inspection be accepted in 
North Vietnam as well as in South Vietnam, where the Red Cross has 
been inspecting POW camps for six years. 
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